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Appendix 1 ICPC ADVOCACY TASK TRACKER: Placement with Relatives 

Step 1: Email the social worker assigned to your client’s case Date Emailed:              _____/_____/_____ 
asking that they complete and send an ICPC packet. Propose a Proposed Deadline:      _____/_____/_____ 
deadline, such as the next court date.      

Enforcement Mechanism: If the DSS social worker fails to  Court Order Obtained:        ____/____/____ 
complete and send the packet, request an order directing  Court-Ordered Deadline:    ____/____/____ 
compliance by a set date. If DSS fails to comply with the court Motion for Contempt Filed: ___/____/____ 
order, move for contempt or for an order to show cause and,  Order to Show Cause Filed: ___/____/____ 
if applicable, a finding of no reasonable efforts towards reunification.    

Step 2: Raleigh ICPC Office sends packet to the receiving state.       

Enforcement Mechanism: If you are experiencing delays and Contacted Central Office: ____/____/_____ 
believe that the Raleigh office may have never sent the packet Who Contacted?  _____________________ 
to the receiving state, contact the office at 919-527-6390 or Date Followed Up:           _____/____/_____ 
DSS Deputy Compact Administrator Althea Swinson at   Date Subpoena Served:  ____/_____/_____ 
althea.swinson@dhhs.nc.gov. You can also find contact info Who Subpoenaed?  ___________________ 
for your county’s assigned compact administrator here.1  For Court Date:        ____/_____/_____ 
If the ICPC office does not permit you to speak to your assigned administrator, email the DSS social worker 
requesting they reach out on your behalf. If they do not, use the county assignment list to subpoena your 
assigned administrator to the court to answer for their delays.   

Step 3: Receiving State Central Office evaluates request.   Date Packet Received: ____/____/____= ★ 
★ + 60: _____/_____/_____ Receiving social service agency shall complete home study report, which the 
receiving state Compact Administrator shall send to Raleigh. If any required education/training of placement 
is incomplete at this date, the report should include a prospective date of completion.  
★ + 180: _____/_____/_____ Deadline for final approval or denial of the placement resource. Incomplete 
education/training requirements are not an excuse for non-compliance with this 180-day timeframe.  

Enforcement Mechanism: Find contact information for the receiving state’s compact administrator here: 
icpcstatepages.org. Either you or the DSS social worker should reach out concerning delays over 180 days (six 
months). If the receiving state is unresponsive, continue to contact them and document each effort. 

Step 4: Requesting a Reconsideration of a Denial  
Receiving State’s Signature on Form 100A: ____/____/____ = (a) 
Raleigh’s deadline to request reconsideration:  

(a) + 90: ____/____/____   
Raleigh ICPC Sent Reconsideration Request: ____/____/____ = (b) 
Receiving state’s deadline to reverse a prior determination:  

(b) + 60: ____/____/____ 
Post (a) + 90 days: Can request a new home study, starting process over.  

 
1 2023 Compact Administrator County Assignments: www.ncdhhs.gov/cws042023a1/download?attachment.  
Any updated list should be published: www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/social-services/county-staff-information/county-
director-letters/dss-dear-county-director-archive (May be entitled “Interstate Services County Assignment List”) 

Reconsideration Checklist: 
□ Work with relative to fix issue.  
□ Provide DSS social worker 

evidence of corrected issue 
and help prepare materials.  

□ Ask DSS social worker to 
request Raleigh ICPC office to 
send reconsideration request. 

mailto:althea.swinson@dhhs.nc.gov
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/cws042023a1/download?attachment
https://icpcstatepages.org/
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/cws042023a1/download?attachment
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/social-services/county-staff-information/county-director-letters/dss-dear-county-director-archive
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/social-services/county-staff-information/county-director-letters/dss-dear-county-director-archive
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EXPEDITED TIMELINE: 

Order of Compliance2 for Expedited Placement Decision Issued:      _____/_____/_____ = (a) 

Timeline Established in Regulation 7-9:   Track dates in your case: 
Court shall send a copy of signed Order to DSS by:  
(a) + 2: _____/_____/_____.    DSS received order:      _____/_____/_____= (b) 

Court shall direct DSS to transmit packet to Raleigh by:  
(b) + 3: _____/_____/_____.      Raleigh received packet:   _____/_____/_____ = (c) 

Raleigh shall transmit packet to receiving state ICPC  
office by: (c) + 2: ____/____/____.   Receiving State received packet:  ___/___/___ = (d) 

Receiving state compact administrator shall send  
packet to local agency in receiving state by:    
(d) + 2: _____/_____/_____.    Local agency received packet:  ___/____/____ = (e) 

Local agency shall return completed home study to  
receiving state compact administrator by:   Receiving State compact admin received packet  
(e) + 15: _____/_____/_____.     from local agency:      _____/_____/_____ = (f) 

       
Receiving state shall make determination  
and send completed 100A to Raleigh by:    Determination received by Raleigh: 

   [the lesser of] (f) + 3: _____/_____/_____   _____/_____/______ 
            or (d) + 20: ____/_____/_____.    

 
If a provisional determination is requested, such Provision determination received:  
determination shall be made by:    _____/_____/______ 
(d) + 7: _____/_____/_____ and communicated to the  
sending state compact administrator. Regulation 7-6(c). 
 

Enforcement Mechanism: 
Both the local North Carolina DSS agency and the Raleigh Compact Administrator are bound to this timeline 
by the Order of Compliance. North Carolina DSS has established its own standardized Order of Compliance 
consistent with Regulation 7-8: NC Form Order for Expedited Placement Decision. If your county’s DSS social 
worker does not comply with this timeline, file a Motion for Contempt and/or Order to Show Cause for their 
delay. If the Raleigh Compact Administrator does not follow this timeline, subpoena their appearance before 
the court to answer to their delay.  

Additionally, Regulation 7-11 states that if the receiving state does not follow the prescribed timeline, the 
North Carolina court who issued this order may inform the appropriate court in the receiving state of the 
non-compliance, and that court may hold hearings or issue orders to promote compliance.  

 
2 North Carolina Form Order for Expedited Placement Decision is published as DSS-1839 and is available here: 
policies.ncdhhs.gov/wp-content/uploads/dss-1839-ia.pdf. See ICPC Relatives Monthly Memo page 3 (and attached 
Modified Form Order) for discussion regarding submitting an Order of Compliance as a parent attorney. 

https://aphsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/ICPC-Regulations_TOC.pdf#page=38
https://policies.ncdhhs.gov/document/dss-1839-regulation-7-form-order-for-expedited-placement-decision-pursuant-to-the-icpc/
https://aphsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/ICPC-Regulations_TOC.pdf#page=40
https://policies.ncdhhs.gov/wp-content/uploads/dss-1839-ia.pdf
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APPENDIX 2:   
RELATIVE PLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS OF COMMON RECEIVING STATES 
 

 
RELATIVE  
MUST GET 
LICENSED? 

CRIMINAL 
BACKGROUND 
CHECK  
REQUIRED? 

PROOF OF PATERNITY 
REQUIRED FOR 
PLACEMENT W/ 
PATERNAL RELATIVE? 

DEGREE OF RELATIVE CONSIDERED 
AS “RELATIVE PLACEMENT” 

CALIFORNIA Yes Yes Yes Within fifth degree, or 
“nonrelative extended family 
member” as verified through 
interviews with parent, child, or 
third party.  

FLORIDA No Yes Yes Within second degree. Does not 
include stepparent.  

GEORGIA No Yes Yes  Within second degree 
Note: If the non-custodial parent is a father and both parents agree that he is the father 
and/or he has established relationship with the child, placement may occur. 

NEW YORK  No No  No Within third degree 
Note: No child abuse/neglect registry checks, either, for unlicensed relatives. 

SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

No Yes Yes  Within second degree. 

TENNESSEE  No  Yes  Yes  Within fourth degree, includes 
godparents. 

Note: Must become licensed foster parents within 120 days of placement. 
TEXAS  No Yes No Any degree, including “fictive kin” 

(longstanding and significant 
relationship with child). 

Note: Will not accept more than 2 home study requests on several prospective caregivers for 
placement of same child at the same time. 

VIRGINIA  Yes Yes  No Within fourth degree, includes 
godparents. 

Note: Licensing training courses scheduled through local departments of social services. 
 
 
Compiled from information published by the Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the 
Placement of Children. See AAICPC, ICPC State Pages (2012), available at icpcstatepages.org. Detailed 
information regarding the ICPC procedures of each state is available on the website.  
 
 

   

http://icpcstatepages.org/

